Summary: Two cases of acute left ventricular failure associated with severe essential hypertension are presented. On admission echocardiography indicated severe dyskinaesia of all wall segments of the heart. Anti-hypertensive treatment resulted in significant improvement in clinical and echocardiographic findings.
Introduction
Echocardiography has become an important tool in the work-up of patients with hypertension. As the incidence of left ventricular wall thickening increases with age and the height of systolic blood pressure,' it is often believed that cardiac hypertrophy reflects longstanding pressure overload of the heart. On the other hand, in hypertension of rapid onset left ventricular mass usually is normal, although marked functional abnormalities may be found.2
We describe here two patients with an acute hypertensive state in whom the most prominent echocardiographic finding was severe myocardial hypokinaesia which turned out to be almost completely reversible during anti-hypertensive treatment. 
